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AICTE for open Hoplng to boost
exams in engg to

stop rote learning

Aditl.Gyanesh
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: The All India
Council for Technical Edu-
cation (AICTE) has recom-
‘mended open book exams
for engineering students to
prevent rote learning and
encourage applied knowl-
edge.

At the same time, affliat-
ing universities and man-
agements have been told to
carefully choose courses or
curriculum areas best suit-
ed for open book exams.

The new examinaton re-
forms policy hosted on the
AICTE te says tradi-
tional written examinations
have a significant weakness
in that they tend to promote
learning by memory.

Open book exams, on the
other hand, will be less
stressful and promote deep-
er understanding of con-
cepts.

Similar to time-oon
strained examinations,
open book examinations are
designed in a way that allow
students to refer to their
classnotes, text-books, and

.Intemship made
mandatory

ICTE has mandated
*~%600-700 hours of

" internship for BE/Btech

students and 450-500 hours
fordiploma courses.
Undergraduate students will
earn 14-20 credits and
diploma students 10-14
credit points. Students can
also earn credits for entre-
preneurial activitys, project

_work and seminars. Tan

other approved material
while answering questions.
They are useful in testing
the skills in application,
analysis and evaluation, the
policy said.

Engineering colleges in
Karnatakalauded the guide-
lines. MK Panduranga Setty
, governing body memberp
of RV College of Engineer-
ing, said, “It will make stu-
dentswalk tothelibraryand
read as much as possible
fromall approved sources.”

»Continued on page 5

dlgltal labs

»Continued from page 1

hey will also pay atten-
I tion to classroom lectu-
resand itwill bringin di-
scipline too. Let us see how
our students will respond to
this American pattern of ex-
amination.” He said the move
will promote colleges to invest
in their libraries and digital
labs atengineering colleges.
The AICTE has said that
open book examination can
emphasize problem solving,
application of knowledgeand
higher order of thinking rat-
her than simple recalling of

AICTE PROPOSAL

facts. Assessment questions
can reflect real life situations
that require comprehension,
information retrieval and
synthesizing skills of stu-
dents tosolve, itadded.

“Open book examination
Oor open resource examina-
tion is a good assessment tool

| to improve innovation and
: promote outcome based edu-
i cation, which is requirement
i intoday’s engineering educa-
! tion,” Nageswara Guptha, vi-
i ce principal, Sri Venketeswa-
i ra College of Engineering,
/ Bengaluru, said.

Aﬁer a lot of open house dis-
cussions over mandatory in-
ternships for engineering
students, AICTE has finally
recommended 600-700 hours
of internship for BE/Btech
students and 450 to 500 hours
for diploma courses.
Undergraduate students
will earn.14-20 credits and di-
ploma studetns 10-14 credit
points. Studentscanalsoearn
credits for entrepreneurial
activity, project, work and se-
minar, stated the internship
policy report of AICTE. :
The colleges have been as-
ked to have a placemnet cell to
help students arrange the in-
ternships. The AICTE has al-
so launched its own portal
www.aicteinternships.in.

Teachers training policy
Technical teachers joining
new jobs will have to go un-
dergo induction courses at
the time of joiningand willal-
so need to update themselves
every year through in-service
training programs to be in-
troduced by managements.

Though these - sugges-
tions are not mandatory they
are expected to help shape
the future of engineering
education.
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